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The Selling of Vermont:
From Agriculture to Tourism, 1860-1910

by Andrea Rebek

T oday Vermont is a mecca, the last ‘“‘unspoiled land.” Vermont
evokes images of white church spires in the midst of rustic villages,
tidy farms dotting rolling, verdant countryside, rivers and lakes of
pristine beauty. Each season brings with it a different crop of visitors,
eager to breathe the fresh air, take in the magnificent fall foliage, ski the
slopes of Mansfield, or to hike on the Long Trail. To hear what is said
about the state gives the distinct impression that Vermont is unique, a
world apart from sister regions in New England. One gathers that
Vermont has been ever blessed as the site of idyllic vacations and as
one of the prime centers of scenic splendor in the Northeast. But this
present attitude has all but buried the historical past. It is a myth
because Vermont has not always been the apple of the tourist’s eye.
The thesis of this article is that the roots of the myth stem from a
combination of Vermont’s economic situation and the emergence of
larger attitudes toward nature during the late nineteenth century. Thus,
the focus is on the selling of Vermont, 1860 to 1910.

I

Introduction: “‘the bloomy flash of life is fled”’

Fvidently Vermonters themselves had to be sold on iheir native state.
Although the greatest tide of emigration occurred before 1850, after that
date Vermont’s growth rate was nearly stationary, and markedly dis-
proportionate to the growth of the United States as a whole. Between
1850 and 1860, the state’s population increased by 978 people, 0.3% over
the 1850 census, while the population of the United States grew by 35.6%.
The 1870 census shows a jump of 15,453 or 4.9%, a growth rate still
far lower than the nation’s (22.6%). The census for both 1880 and 1890
reported a less than 1% increase in population for Vermont while the
United States grew more than 25% in both decades. Not until 1900
did Vermont again register a population gain comparable to that recorded

From Vermont History, Vol. 44, No. 1 (Winter, 1976), 14-27. Copyright 1976 by the
Vermont Historical Society. Footnotes omitted.
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